The first part of this book is about the anatomy, radiology, and surgery of the urethra, and deals mainly with those disorders which end up with stricture, a subject in which Dr Colapinto has had unusually wide experience. It gives an excellent radiological atlas, and in addition, the urological surgeon will find the account of the pathology and of the results of treatment by urethroplasty of particular interest. The second part of the book is useful, but less new, and covers the radiology and the surgical background of diseases of the prostate, with particular emphasis on the diagnosis and treatment of incontinence. The third section deals with cystography, and again gives an excellent but not particularly novel account of this method of investigation. It includes accounts of the clinical features, classification and treatment of bladder cancer which may be too much for a radiologist and too little for a surgeon. Because this aspect of radiology is today rather neglected there is a need for such a book to refer to in the radiodiagnostic department, but perhaps not such a long one as this. JOHN 
BLANDY

Professor of Urology London Hospital Medical College
Microvascular Injury by T J Ryan MA BM Bch (oxon) FRCP pp xvi+418 illustrated £16 London &c.: W B Saunders 1976 In recent years the expansion of knowledge concerning the physiology and functional pathology of the skin microcirculation has been remarkable. The role of the numerous factors involved in the pathogenesis of disease of this system is often difficult to trace by reading the original papers and this book helps to define, explain and simplify the processes involved. The book covers such a wide field that it has not been possible for the author to assess critically all the experimental methods and the results derived from these, but the author's own views are clearly expressed, helpful and constructive and provide a framework for discussion and often indicate in which direction future work could usefully be undertaken. The references are extensive and demonstrate the tremendous amount of work which has been involved in the collection and correlation of published work in this field. The sources of information for the figures and dia-grams would more easily be seen if these were given in the captions rather than the text but the figures themselves are clear and carefully chosen and the book is extremely well produced. There are excellent chapters describing recent advances and the present state of basic immunological theory and techniques. This is used by the later authors in discussing immunosuppression in relation to transplantation and immunotherapy. I believe it will be extremely valuable as a reference text for surgeons who wish to have sufficient specialized knowledge in immunology to collaborate with basic immunologists in both experimental and clinical investigation.
The text is clear and the illustrations excellent.
R Y CALNE
Consultant Surgeon Addenbrooke's Hospital, Cambridge
The Endocrine Function of the Human Ovary edited by V H T James, M Serio and G Giusti ppix+519 illustrated £11.50 London &c.: Academic Press 1976 This book contains a vast amount of information about the endocrine function of the human ovary. It is the well-edited proceedings of a group of lectures on the subject recently organized by the Postgraduate School of Endocrinology in Florence. As such it is not presented as an entity dealing systematically with its subject matter in a regular progressive fashion but as a collection of individual accounts of numerous aspects of the subject by a large number of authors. Most of the papers in it are of high quality, succintly presented, appropriately illustrated for clarity and copiously referenced. A minority are less satisfactory and these relate predominantly to more clinical matters. Allowing for this unevenness, however, the book can be recommended without hesitation to all in this field as an excellent work of reference.
C J DEWHURST
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